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tional syndicate that used phish-
ing scams. Police believed the 
gang had been operating in the 
city for about a year.

A police source said Hong
Kong was one of the operational 
bases run by the syndicate around
the world. “We believe its head-
quarters could be either in Europe
or the United States,” he said.

The source said officers seized
evidence on how the gang pro-
duced phishing emails, sent out 
massive amounts of such mes-
sages and set up a bogus website.

According to police, the syndi-
cate hacked into computers to 
steal personal information such 
as email addresses and names. 
The fraudsters then sent out 
phishing emails with hyperlinks 
that directed victims to a bogus 
website in which victims were 
persuaded to input credit card 
details such as card verification 
value numbers.

The source said the scammers
usually pretended to work for on-
line music and video providers 
and used different excuses to trick 
victims into clicking the hyper-
link, asking them to update their 
credit card information on the 
website designed to steal the de-
tails. They then used the card data
to buy electronic goods online 
and sold them to make a profit.

Bureau Senior Inspector
Cheung Man-hon said each on-
line transaction ranged from 
HK$200 to HK$30,000 and cards 
were only used once or twice so 
the owners might not notice.

Police said further arrests were
possible.

dishonest intent. Police froze 
HK$850,000 worth of their assets, 
which were believed to be the pro-
ceeds of crime. As of yesterday 
afternoon, the pair were still being
held for questioning.

Acting Chief Superintendent
Kelly Cheng Lai-ki of the commer-
cial crime bureau said the roles of 
the five included sending phish-
ing emails to their targets, setting 
up bogus websites to steal credit 
card information from victims, 
and making online purchases.

She said investigations
showed the local gang used stolen
credit card details to make 150 
transactions involving HK$1.3 
million. The card owners were 
from various places, including 
Europe, the United States and 
Singapore.

“We also found the personal
information of 2 billion people 
stored in a computer belonging to
one of the suspects. The informa-
tion included email addresses 
and names and some were also at-
tached with phone numbers and 
addresses,” she said. 

“The 2 billion people are from
over 40 countries and regions. We 
believe the gang was planning to 
use the information to send out 
phishing emails to steal credit 
card data and shop online to 
make money.”

Cheng said it was the first time
the force had detected an interna-

Police have for the first time 
cracked the local operations of an 
international phishing syndicate, 
arresting five members of a gang 
they say stole the personal data of 
2 billion people worldwide.

The scammers used the stolen
information to cheat the victims 
of their credit card details and 
make online purchases which 
were later sold.

The operation came to light in
May when Singaporean police 
notified their Hong Kong 
counterparts that credit card 
details of residents in the country 
had been stolen and used to buy 
electronic goods from chain 
stores in the city.

After a two-month probe,
Hong Kong police identified 
members of the syndicate in the 
city. On July 6, officers arrested 
five people – two Moroccan men 
and three local women – in Sai 
Ying Pun, Tuen Mun and Yau Ma 
Tei. The five suspects, aged 
between 26 and 37, were arrested 
for conspiracy to defraud. They 
were later released on bail, pend-
ing further investigations.

On Monday, police again ar-
rested two of the suspects, a man 
and a woman, for another offence 
– access to a computer with 
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Suspects from local operations of international 
syndicate that stole data of 2b people used 
information to cheat victims of credit card details

FIVE ARRESTED IN 
CRACKDOWN ON 
PHISHING GANG
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Some 356,000 more Hongkongers
can expect to start receiving the 
HK$10,000 cash handout from 
today, five days ahead of the origi-
nal schedule, the government has 
announced.

But the early relief may not be
possible for some of those living in
Wong Tai Sin district, an area hard
hit by the latest wave of the 
Covid-19 outbreak in the city.

Delays are expected for Wong
Tai Sin residents who submitted 
registration forms to Hongkong 
Post as the seven post offices in 
the district have been closed until 
August 2 because of the severity of

the epidemic in the area. They will
not get the cheque collection 
notice today.

“The time of receiving
notifications for cheque 
collection for some people will ... 
be affected and notifications may 
not be received on July 29 
simultaneously. The government 
appeals  for  the public’s 
understanding on this,” a 
government statement said.

The latest batch involved
those early birds who had 
registered with the relief scheme 
on or before July 18. Those who 
registered on July 19 or later can 
expect the payment about two 
weeks after registration. 

The government announced
yesterday that it had received 

about 6.52 million registrations as 
of 5pm on Monday since the cash 
payout scheme was launched last 
month. So far, some 5.5 million 
Hong Kong residents have 
received the money, with the first 
batch of about 3.15 million getting
the payment from July 6. 

The scheme was announced
during the budget in February as 
part of the government’s relief 
measures while the city was 
reeling under one of its worst 
economic slumps. 

Financial Secretary Paul Chan
Mo-po said all Hong Kong 
permanent residents aged 18 or 
above would get the cash 
payment to “boost local  
consumption on the one hand, 
and relieve people’s financial bur-
den on the other”.

The measure was estimated to
cost about HK$71 billion and 
could benefit about seven million 
people. 

Registration opened on June
21 and would last until December 
31 next year. 

More than 350,000 to get cash handout starting today

Some residents in the Wong Tai Sin district will not be among those who can expect their HK$10,000 cash handout early. Photo: Felix Wong
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356,000
Number of Hongkongers who
can expect to start receiving
their HK$10,000 cash 
handout today, five days 
ahead of schedule

University students benefit from inaugural 
STEM Internship Scheme this summer

The STEM Internship Scheme offers students added incentives to get an internship with I&T elements.

Many Hong Kong universities’ STEM-related disciplines are highly ranked in the academic world,
representing remarkable potentials in the next-generation’s I&T capability.

Details of the STEM 
Internship Scheme
and contacts of the
participating universities 
are available at itf.gov.hk

Launched by the Innovation and
Technology Commission (ITC), the
newly established STEM Internship
Scheme offers university students
added incentives as they seek to gain
hands-on innovation and technology
(I&T)-related work experience while
also greatly helping to bolster the city's 
future all-important I&T talent pool.

In the 2020-2021 Budget, Financial Secretary 
Pau l  Chan Mo-po set  as ide $40 mi l l ion to 
subsidise short-term internships for undergraduates 
and postgraduates taking STEM programmes in local 
universities. Under the Innovation and Technology 
Fund, since early June the STEM Internship Scheme
has already benefitted around 900 students from 
seven public universities.  Around 1000 students are
expected to benefit from the Scheme this summer.

Internship opportunities for students to
develop interest and potentials in I&T

In recent years, the Hong Kong Government 
introduced a number of favourable policies, having 
set aside over $100 billion to support a series of 
measures for the development of I&T.

Partly thanks to these insightful measures, 
many of which the ITC has played a central role, 
the local I&T ecosystem has become more vibrant.
More than ever, schools and parents are attaching

greater importance to STEM education, while 
local I&T companies have won multiple awards in 
various international competitions. It is hoped that 
the city's I&T investments will bear fruit in future.

Aside from education, which has undergone 
transformation in response to the community 
needs for better trained talents, talent nurturing 
outside the confines of the university campus is 
understandably important for Hong Kong — if 
Hong Kong is to progress to become a genuinely 
world-class, knowledge-based economy.  

This exciting STEM Internship Scheme provides 
invaluable internship opportunities for students 
to develop their interest and potentials in I&T. 
Undergraduates and post-graduates who are 
local students in accordance with the classification
by the Education Bureau, and enrolling in one of 
the full-time STEM programmes offered by the 
University Grants Committee-funded universities, 
are eligible to join the Scheme.

Diversified I&T jobs with monthly
allowance from Government

Each university is given the flexibility to devise 
its own operational procedures as long as they are
in line with the general guidelines issued by the 
ITC.

For the students, all they need to do is to 
register with their university's relevant office, most 
commonly the career and placement office, for 
an I&T-related internship position as long as their 
internship job contains I&T elements. 

Some examples of eligible I&T-related work 
include (but not limited to): data analysis, digital 
marketing, engineering, information security, 
research, system development and technology-
related intellectual property work. Each individual 
university has its own selection process to decide 
if an application is eligible or not.

The Scheme offers the student applicants an 
allowance of $10,500 per month for a maximum 
period of three months. The employers may decide 
to top up the amount of the honorarium level as 
they consider appropriate, based on industry 
benchmarks or market rates.  

This Scheme comes at these challenging 
t imes  o f  the  COVID-19 pandemic ,  when 
employers across a range of industries face the 
unprecedented pressure of trying to keep their 
businesses afloat, let alone trying to expand 
them. The Scheme, therefore, can be seen to 
be playing a very positive role in the city’s future 
economy, especially for all small-and-medium 
enterprises—estimated to account for 80 per cent 
of employment in the technology sector. 

It is encouraging that, only weeks after its 
announcement, the Scheme has attracted nearly 
900 applicants from seven eligible universities 
across Hong Kong. Along with the employers 
offering high-quality internship opportunities, the 
participating students are now eager and proud 
to be able to make an important contribution to 
enlarge the I&T talent pool for Hong Kong.

Thanks to the hard-work and ongoing support 
of the ITC, the participating universities as well as 
the employers, the STEM Internship Scheme is a 
major step in the right direction for Hong Kong's 
campaign to build a more developed knowledge-
based economy, the vast benefits of which will 
surely spread to all aspects of the Hong Kong 
community.
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